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C.N.373.1994.TREATIES-8 (Depositary Notification)

CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN

.ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS
ON 18 DECEMBER 1979

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 20, PARAGRAPH 1

The. Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his
capacity as depositary, communicates the following:

On 16 December 1994, the Governments of Denmark, Iceland,
Finland, Norway and Sweden notified the Secretary-General of their
proposed amendment to article 20, paragraph 1 of the above-mentioned
Convention.

The text of the said notification reads as follows:

(Original: English)

"On behalf of the Governments of the five Nordic Countries
and in accordance with the procedures referred to in article 26
of the Convention on All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
we hereby request a revision of article 20, paragraph 1 of the
said Convention.

The proposal for revision of article 20, paragraph 1 is that
in article 20, paragraph 1 of the Convention the words 'normally
meet for a period of not more than two weeks annually in order'
be deleted and replaced by the following words 'meet annually
for a period necessary'."

The proposals for how this amendment might be considered are
attached.

(Signed) Bent Haakonsen
Ambassador

Permanent Representative
of Denmark

(Signed) Gunnar Palsson
Ambassador

Permanent Representative
of Iceland

(Signed) Wilhelm Breitenstein
Ambassador

Permanent Representative
of Finland

Hans Jacob Bi0rn Lian
Ambassador

Permanent Representative
of Norway

(Signed) Peter Osvald
Ambassador

Permanent Representative of Sweden"

Attention: Treaty Services of Ministries of Foreign Affairs and of
international organizations concerned
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ATTACHMENT TO THE LETTER DATED 2 DECEMBER 1994 SIGNED
BY THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FIVE NORDIC COUNTRIES

TO THE UNITED NATIONS

The Nordic Governments propose, in accordance with article 26
of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women, that the States parties to the Convention decide on
the procedure for considering the amendment sought to article 20
paragraph 1 of the Convention, including by stipulating the
conditions necessary for adoption of an amendment and for its entry
into force. This decision could be taken on the basis that:

If an amendment is adopted by the majority of States parties
present and voting at the meeting, it shall be submitted to the
General Assembly for approval, and that, if so adopted, the
amendment shall enter into force when it has been approved by
the General Assembly and accepted by two thirds of States
parties;

When an amendment enters into force, it shall be binding on
those States parties which have accepted it as well as on those
States parties which ratify or accede to the Convention as
amended after the date of the entry into force of the amendment
and other States parties still being bound by the provisions of
the Convention.

23 January 1995



CORRESPONDENCE UNIT

ENGLISH AND SPANISH

143 MEMBER STATES plus 6 NON-MEMBERS

AFGHANISTAN
ANGOLA
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
ARMENIA
AUSTRALIA
AUSTRIA
AZERBAIJAN
BAHAMAS
BAHRAIN
BANGLADESH
BARBADOS
BELARUS
BELIZE
BHUTAN
BOLIVIA
BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA

BOTSWANA
BRAZIL
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
BULGARIA
CANADA
CHILE
CHINA
COLOMBIA
COSTA RICA
CROATIA
CUBA
CYPRUS
CZECH REPUBLIC
DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S
REPUBLIC OF KOREA

DENMARK
DOMINICA
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
ECUADOR
EGYPT
EL SALVADOR
ERITREA
ESTONIA

ETHIOPIA
FIJI
FINLAND
GAMBIA
GEORGIA
GERMANY
GHANA
GREECE
GRENADA
GUATEMALA
GUYANA
HONDURAS
HUNGARY
ICELAND
INDIA
INDONESIA
IRAN
IRAQ
IRELAND
ISRAEL
JAMAICA
JAPAN
JORDAN
KAZAKHSTAN
KENYA
KUWAIT
KYRGYZSTAN
LATVIA
LESOTHO
LIBERIA
LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA
LIECHTENSTEIN
LITHUANIA
MALAWI
MALAYSIA
MALDIVES
MALTA
MARSHALL ISLANDS
MAURITIUS
MEXICO

MICRONESIA
MONGOLIA
MOZAMBIQUE
MYANMAR
NAMIBIA
NEPAL
NETHERLANDS
NEW ZEALAND
NICARAGUA
NIGERIA
NORWAY
OMAN
PAKISTAN
PALAU
PANAMA
PAPUA NEW GUINEA
PERU
PHILIPPINES
POLAND
PORTUGAL
QATAR
REPUBLIC OF KOREA
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA
RUSSIAN FEDERATION
SAINT KITTS AND
NEVIS

SAINT LUCIA
SAINT VINCENT AND
THE GRENADINES

SAMOA
SAUDI ARABIA
SEYCHELLES
SIERRA LEONE
SINGAPORE
SLOVAKIA
SLOVENIA
SOLOMON ISLANDS
SOMALIA
SOUTH AFRICA
SPAIN

SRI LANKA
SUDAN
SURINAME
SWAZILAND
SWEDEN
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC
TAJIKISTAN
THAILAND
THE FORMER YUGOSLAV
REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
TURKEY
TURKMENISTAN
UGANDA
UKRAINE
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
UNITED KINGDOM
UNITED REPUBLIC
OF TANZANIA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
URUGUAY
UZBEKISTAN
VANUATU
VENEZUELA
VIET NAM
YEMEN
YUGOSLAVIA
ZAMBIA
ZIMBABWE

NON-MEMBER STATES

COOK ISLANDS
KIRIBATI
NAURU
NIUE
TONGA
TUVALU
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ALSO SENT TO:



ALSO SENT TO:

The Chief, Distribution Section, Publishing Division, DCS, Room NL-316 (65 copies, English
and French, for distribution to the Information Centres)

The Senior Legal Officer, Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland

The Law Librarian, UNCITRAL, Vienna International Centre, P.O. Box 500, A-1400 Vienna,
Austria

Monsieur le Greffier de la Cour Internationale de Justice, Palais de la Paix, 2517 KJ La Haye,
Netherlands

The Legal Counsel, Office of Legal Affairs, Room S-3427C

The Chief, Treaty Section, Office of Legal Affairs, Room S-3464A

The Director, Centre for Human Rights, Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland

The Chief, Documentation and Publication Unit, Room 535, Centre for Human Rights, Geneva,
Switzerland

The Chief, New York Office, Centre for Human Rights, Room S-2914

The High Commissioner, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Legal Division,
Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland

The Regional Representative, UNHCR, Room S-931

Monsieur le Directeur de la Division des droits de I'homme et de la paix, UNESCO, 7, place
de Fontenoy, F-75700 Paris, France

Amnesty International, International Secretariat, Documentation Centre, 1 Easton Street,
London WC 1X 8DJ, United Kingdom

The Director, Human Rights, International Affairs Division, Commonwealth Secretariat,
Marlborough House, Pall Mall, London SW1Y5HX, United Kingdom

Le Secretaire general de I'lnstitut international des droits de I'homme, 1 Qua! Lezay Marnesia,
67000 Strasbourg, France

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 780 Third Avenue, Suite 2802, New York,
N.Y. 10017

Professor David L. Harris, LL.M., Ph.D., Editor, Index of Multilateral Treaties, University of
Nottingham, Treaty Centre, University Park, Nottingham NG7 2RD, United Kingdom

Professor Igor I. Kavass, Legal Information Center, School of Law, Vanderbilt University,
Nashville, Tennessee 37240

Marilou M. Righini, International Legal Materials, American Society of International Law, 2223
Massachusetts Avenue, Washington, D.C. 20008-2864

UN/SA Collection, Office B.127, United Nations Office at Geneva, Geneva, Switzerland

Mrs. Gertrude Mongella, Secretary-General of the Fourth World Council on Women, Division
for the Advancement of Women, Room DC2-1220
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